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Eileen Dougherty 

Democratic Candidate 

SC House District 115 

  

Contact Information: 

  

Website | electeileen.com 

Email | eileen@electeileen.com 

Phone | (843) 606-0558 

Facebook | Elect Eileen for SC House  

Instagram and Twitter | @electeileen115 

  

100 Word Bio 

  

Eileen Dougherty is a small business owner, proven community advocate, and is 

committed to positive solutions. After college and graduate school, Eileen worked for 

more than a decade for Environmental Defense Fund where she worked in partnership 

with diverse communities to defend some of our most important natural resources. 

  

Eileen continues to shape policy and remains an advocate for issues vital to our coastal 

community such as flooding, our climate crisis, and health care. To learn more about 

Eileen Dougherty’s vision for a brighter future for House District 115 and all of South 

Carolina, visit her website at electeileen.com. 

http://electeileen.com/
http://electeileen.com/


  

Specific Gun Control Legislation 

  

Our duty is to keep all citizens SAFE from violence by: making sure that ALL our police 

are well trained and respectful of ALL of our citizens, closing the Charleston loophole, 

enacting universal background checks, keeping our children safe from school gun 

violence and keeping guns out of the hands of domestic abusers. Common sense gun 

rules can both respect the second amendment and prevent gun violence that 

devastates so many families and communities in America.  

  

State Expansion of Medicare/ Medicaid 

  

Health care is a right — not a privilege. South Carolina’s decision to reject the 

expansion of  Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act has left tens of thousands of 

underserved adults with no access to affordable, quality health care services. Now, as 

we struggle with the COVID 19 pandemic, this essential need could not be starker. I will 

work to expand Medicaid coverage to all who cannot afford health insurance, including 

access to health care services for children and the elderly. 

  

Women’s Right to Choose 

  

Women need every option available when making reproductive healthcare decisions. 

Legislators should not determine the most private decisions made between patients and 

their doctors. Many women in SC don’t receive basic healthcare services let alone 

adequate reproductive healthcare. We can use life-saving Medicaid expansion to 

increase and expand access to reproductive healthcare for women in rural and 

underserved communities. We also need evidence-based family planning education and 

services.  

  



Equal Rights Amendment 

  

As a child I remember my mother explaining to me that girls weren’t equally protected 

under the law, and now, sadly, I have to say the same for my girls. While this issue 

remains unresolved in the public arena, ethics, the economy, and common sense all 

dictate that women should and must be equal to men under the eyes of the law. Virginia 

marked the 38th state to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment, and we now head into the 

next phase of the political and legal battle for equal protection under the law. As a state 

legislator I can stand up for what is right: freedom and protection of over half of our 

nation’s and state’s population: women. 

  

How to improve Education for All  

  

We must move beyond minimally adequate education for our children in South Carolina 

and prepare them for college, trade schools, and good jobs. We rank a shameful 40th in 

the nation for math and reading scores. We must invest in our children and the public 

education system. This requires universal pre-k, competitive teacher pay, and student 

mental health services such that every child has a pathway to college, trade school, or 

good-paying jobs. We must build inspiration, reward, innovation, and best practices into 

education for all of South Carolina’s children. 

Charter vs Public Schools 

I do not support vouchers for private schools. Many students in Charleston are getting a 

“minimally adequate” education that forces teachers and parents to fight for more 

funding and a better future for our children. Now, more than ever we must support our 

public schools, our teachers, and our children. Many public schools in our state are 

struggling. Now is the time to invest the needed funding into the South Carolina public 

school systems. 

  



Seismic Testing, Offshore Drilling and related coastal infrastructure 

  

For over a decade, I worked with Environmental Defense Fund on oceans policy and 

community outreach. Not only is offshore exploration and drilling destructive in its own 

right, but the onshore infrastructure that accompanies any offshore drilling would have 

devastating impacts on our quality of life, economy, and land-based tourism. Fisheries 

and ocean-based tourism employ tens of thousands of our citizens and generate billions 

of dollars for our local economy. As a state that boasts an expansive coastline and 

many protected areas, saying “no” to offshore drilling says “yes” to our citizens, 

economy, and our environment.  

   


